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It was a mixed assemblage, but the troops were brave
and well-trained, and under a skilful commander might
have offered a successful resistance to the great but badly
organised French army. Such, however, the Duke was
far from being. At the approach of the enemy
His retreat. he fell back behind the Weser, abandoning
Hesse without a blow; and when, after long delay
caused by want of supplies, bad roads, and the irresolu-
tion of their general, the French at last reached that
river, he made not the slightest attempt to dispute its
passage.
D'Estre'es, impelled by urgent despatches from home,
had at length made up his mind to fight, and after cross-
ing the Weser, attacked the allied army at
Hastenbeck, Hastenbeck. The battle resulted in a victory
July 26. for D'Estrees, not a very decisive one in
itself, for both armies quitted the field under the impres-
sion that they had been defeated ; but the French reaped
as much benefit from it as though it had been a complete
success.
Cumberland lost his head, and instead of falling back
slowly on Magdeburg, where he might have acted in
_ , * , combination with Frederick, he hurried off
Cuniberland.	,.	, _
retreats on northwards through Mmden and Verdun, and
Stade. hardly paused till he had reached the fortress
of Stade, near the mouth of the Elbe. Thus Hanover
and Brunswick were abandoned to the invader, and the
road was left open to the central Prussian dominions,
while the English commander ran blindly into a cul-de-sac^
whence he could only hope to escape by an ignominious
capitulation. The French, however, contented them-
selves with detaching a small body of troops to follow
his movements, and then settled down to the more con-
genial occupation of gathering in the fruits of their
victory. D'Estre'es was no longer in command. An

